Marine Parks - Video stimulus script

The following presents the visual treatment and spoken script for the video stimulus shown to participants. Visual directions are provided in square brackets.

[Visuals of different beaches/coastlines across Australia; scientist voice-over]
With most of Australia's population living within 50 kilometres of the coast, the ocean is part of everyone’s daily life.

[Scientist interview, angled from the side]
What many people may not realise is the range of measures in place to help manage and understand our marine environments.

[BRUV footage]
Marine parks are areas established under legislation to conserve biodiversity, support sustainable use, and protect natural and cultural values.

[IUCN Categories appear on screen and scientist angled from the side]
Marine parks around the world are often zoned using internationally recognised frameworks, such as the IUCN categories, which include both highly protected areas and zones that allow certain forms of sustainable use.

[Scientist front-on]
Because each region is unique, management plans outline how activities are regulated and how conservation objectives are approached within each network.

[Scientist voice-over with footage of ocean]
Marine parks exist around the world, and together they cover an estimated 12% of the global ocean. 

[IMAS footage of researchers on boat]
Scientists monitor marine parks to understand how ecosystems change over time and to provide research-based evidence that can inform environmental decision-making.

[Footage of BRUV in use]
Many monitoring programs use tools like baited remote underwater video systems, or BRUVs, which record species attracted to the bait and help build a picture of the marine life present in different habitats.

[Scientist angled from the side]
Research in Australia and internationally has shown that well-designed and effectively managed marine parks can support more diverse and stable ecosystems over the long term.

[BRUV footage]
One large Australian assessment analysed 20,000 hours of BRUV footage, covering 1,450 species and more than 1.1 million fish measurements. 

[Graph on screen]
The study found that fish abundance was 28% higher and biomass 53% higher inside marine parks compared with nearby areas open to fishing. This means that fish were more abundant and larger within marine parks.

[Spillover diagram]
Studies have also documented spillover, where fish, larvae, and other marine species produced inside highly protected areas move into surrounding fished waters.

[BRUV footage and fishing boats]
This movement helps replenish nearby populations, supports long-term sustainability, and can contribute to more profitable and stable fisheries over time.

[BRUV footage]
Highly protected areas can also act as refuges for threatened species and help degraded habitats, like kelp forests, regrow and recover over time.

[Scientist front on]
They are also used for recreation and tourism.

[Footage of recreational fishers and tourism activities]
People visit them for activities like snorkelling, diving, wildlife watching and recreational fishing. These activities support local operators and provide opportunities for coastal 
communities to engage with the marine environment. 

[Footage of Canberra and BRUV footage]
In June 2025, the Australian Government announced a commitment to increase the proportion of highly protected marine areas to 30% of Australia’s marine environment by 2030.

[World map and Australian beaches]
Around the world, many countries are expanding their marine protection efforts, and Australia’s 30×30 commitment sits within this broader global movement.

[Scientist on camera]
Together, these commitments reflect an international shift toward strengthening marine conservation and improving our understanding of how ocean ecosystems are changing.
[Screen cuts to black] 


